
David Turner has been the organist at Washington Street since March.  
He grew up in Roswell, Gerogia, a suburb of Atlanta. David graduated 
from Presbyterian College in Clinton in 2003 with a degree in organ 
performance and a minor in Christian education. He worked in Greenville 
at various churches for 12 years before moving to Columbia to work for 
Ebenezer Lutheran. David’s “day job” is vice president of marketing for LTC 
Hospitality, an event planner.

When David was 5, someone noticed that he liked to push buttons and 
suggested that he might like piano lessons. His mother enrolled him and 
he did well, even though he required a stack of books because his feet 
didn’t reach the floor.

As David got older, his love of the organ was fueled by the organist in his 
home church. As she began the last verse of the last hymn, the children in 
the congregation knew to go up to the organ and listen while she played 
the postlude. When she finished, each child had a task — fold the music, 
put up the music “and if you were really special,” according to David, turn 
the key to turn off the organ.

David is on the board of the South Carolina Philharmonic and the 
immediate past president. He said listening to the symphony is the 
“most peaceful thing. The whole world stops around you. There are no 
problems.”

His grandparents were devoted singers. They would randomly open the 
hymnbook on their piano and make him play whatever hymn was there. 
David called it “sight reading at its finest.” He stood between them in 
church. His grandmother sang alto, and his grandfather sang tenor. That’s how he learned to sing those parts.

David is married to Mitchell Goldsmith, an attorney with the South Carolina Retirement System Investment 
Commission. For the past three years, they have vacationed at San Miguel de Allende, an artist’s colony in Mexico’s 
central highlands. It was once the home of Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo. Rivera created one of his large, fresco 
murals on the history of Mexico on the side of a building there.
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Sunday, December 8  
11am Service - The Children’s 

Nativity

Any child interested in participat-
ing is welcomed! For details, Con-
tact Andrea McAtee (acmcatee21@
gmail.com or 803-727-9518)

Sundays, December 8 & 15 

Heifer Living Gift Market

This Christmas, give a gift that 
makes the world a better place 
by donating working animals to 
families struggling with hunger and 
poverty around the world. We will 
be receiving donations in the main 
hallway of the church 9:30am-11am 
and 12pm -12:30pm on December 
8 and 15.
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“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.”   Romans 15:13

Six Things 
to Know about  
David Turner

Advent and  
Christmas Prayer

Loving God,

As we journey through Advent, help us to prepare our hearts with 
hope,

Opening ourselves to the promise of Your light amidst all darkness.

May we wait patiently, trusting in Your plan,

And find peace in the quiet moments, even as we prepare for the 
celebration to come.

With each candle we light, may our hearts burn brighter with the joy 
of Your presence.

Grant us the grace to see Your love in every face,

And to share that love generously with those around us, especially 
those in need.

Help us to embrace the miracle of Christmas,

The gift of Christ among us, Emmanuel, God with us.

In this holy season, may we welcome Him into our homes and hearts,

And live as bearers of Your love and peace in the world.

Amen.

Christine, Phillip 

and Crawford 

Latham

Sandra Howell Kate Weir Toi and  

Avivette Jones

Welcome new members!

Kathleen Henebery

Monday, Dec. 16 @ 7pm  

Reservations are not required. 
Doors open at 6pm. Seats are first 
come, first serve. Come early and visit 
the nativity display from around the 
world, open from 5pm-6:30pm.

Update!!!



Aldersgate Class: 2nd floor

We will study Adam Hamilton’s book and lesson series on Prepare the Way 
for the Lord:  Advent and the Message of  John the Baptist. In each of the 
Gospels, the story of Jesus is intertwined with that of his cousin, John, the one 
whom the prophets foretold would come to “prepare the way of the Lord.” The 
life, ministry, and message of John the Baptist make us and our world ready to 
receive Christ. All are welcome to join our class during this Advent series. Please 
contact David A. Anderson, 803-318-8821 if you have questions.

Grace Class: 3rd floor

We will continue with a summary of the False White Gospel and where we go 
from here, peacemaking and advocacy, and discussions about Advent.

Dawsey Class: 2nd floor

We continue our study of The Difficult Words of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to 
His Most Perplexing Teachings by Amy-Jill Levine. The class is located on the 
second floor, near the Children’s Library. Class members who join from home 
use FreeConferenceCall and should call in between 9:50 and 10am. The call-in 
number is (701) 802-5115. The access code is 7252934

Open Door Class: 3rd floor

We will begin a new study for advent - Hidden Christmas: The Surprising 
Truth Behind the Birth of Christ by Timothy Keller. This book explores the 
surprising background of the nativity. By understanding the message of hope 
and salvation within the Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth, we will experience the 
redeeming power of God’s grace in a deep and meaningful way. 

Paul Harmon Class: 3rd floor 

We will continue reading and discussing A People’s History of Christianity, 
The Other Side of the Story, by Diana Butler Bass.

John Harper Class: 1st floor

We discuss lessons from Cokesbury’s Adult Bible Studies.  We meet on the first 
floor to the right of the elevator.  For more information contact Tracy Powers  
tjpowers65@gmail.com 
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Sunday School Updates

What an incredible Fall Festival! 
This year’s celebration was a 
success. Thank you to everyone 

who made 
this event 
possible. 
Your 
enthusiasm and hard work 
brought this festival to life, and 
we couldn’t have done it without 

each one of you. Here’s to more celebrations, more 
memories, and the joy of 
coming together in the heart 
of fall. See you next year!

January 6, 2025 @ 6pm Threatt Hall  
Join us for a light supper at 5:30pm prior to the 
1-hour presentation.

Email Alston at aflippert@umcsc.org or scan 
the QR code to register and learn more.

The young professionals had an amazing time at their 
recent event. Everyone enjoyed the camaraderie and 
fun so much that they’ve decided to make it a regular 
event! If you’re interested in joining the group or have 
any questions, reach out to Rev. Kathy James for more 
information.  

We had an amazing meal to end the kickoff of our 
year-long Kindness Campaign. Thank you to everyone 
who came and to Terrence Chisholm, WSUMC’s Soup 
Cellar Chef and “The Crew,” Volunteers who served in the 
soup cellar every day 
of the pandemic, for 
preparing the meal 
that day.

Special service on December 15

Advocacy 101 Training

On Sunday, December 15 at our regular 
11am service, the Sanctuary Choir, 

Reverend Becky Shirley as narrator, 
and full orchestra present The 

Word Became Flesh. This beautiful 
work is a musical exploration of 
the doctrine of the Incarnation. 
The musical score is epic in scope 
and contains a beautiful balance 
of familiar hymns and Christmas 

carols with new choral composi-
tions. The underscored narratives are 

adapted from Scripture and are pre-
sented in an accessible and dramatic way.

The Word Became Flesh begins with creation 
and God’s perfect plan for fellowship with mankind. This divine plan, inter-
rupted by The Fall, continues with God promising a Savior who will save His 
people from their sins. The story ends with a glorious celebration of the birth 
of this Savior, Jesus, the Word Incarnate.

Congregation will have a chance to hear beautiful new music but also will 
enjoy the opportunity to sing familiar carols with the full orchestra. Mark your 
calendars!

Why Washington Street 

I joined Washington Street UMC 

because of the beauty of the 

sancutary; the excellent music; 

the warmth of the congregation; 

the generous time of the 

volunteers and the influence of 

the members, pastors and staff 

on my children growing up that 

helped make them the good 

people I think they are.

- Virginia Vaughan 

Thank you 
McKenzie
The members of our 
staff-pastor-parish 
relations committee 
(SPPRC) along 
with Rev. Becky 
and our Business 

Administrator, Robbie Douglas, hope 
you will join them in expressing 
appreciation to McKenzie Powers for 
stepping in immediately after Jane 
Peterson’s retirement to serve as our 
interim communications specialist.

In this part-time role, she has been 
committed to building connections 
and community engagement through 
Sunday school announcement sheets, 
Realm communications, designing 
promotional materials, worship 
service slides and content for the 
“Connections” newsletter, social media 
and weekly e-blasts. We are grateful 
for the work she has done and the 
new dimensions she has added to our 
communication efforts. Among the 
new initiatives she started is the weekly 
posting she titled: “Why Washington 
Street? Wednesdays”. These postings 
on our social media sites have 
strengthened our connections with 
one another and enhanced our 
outreach to the community. She has 
served in this role while keeping up 
with her studies as a full-time student 
majoring in journalism at USC and 
continuing to serve as WSUMC’s 
nursery supervisor.

At the end of this month, McKenzie’s 
interim position with us will end 
and we will enter into a new 
communications relationship with 
a marketing and communications 
agency. More information about this 
new direction will be available soon, 
but for now we hope you will join us 
in expressing gratitude to Mckenzie for 
her time, her ideas and her heart.


