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(As our worship begins, please silence any electronic devices.
Portable hearing devices are available in the Narthex. Please ask an usher for assistance.)

PRELUDE                                                                                                                         
 
THE RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
     One: In the beginning was the Word. Spoken. Creating the world.
     All: Jesus, you are the Word of God.
     One: The Word gives life. That life is light.
     All: Jesus, the darkness cannot put out your light.
     One: At the beginning of our time, speak. Shake our worlds.
     All: Jesus, we’re hungry for your words of life.
   
HYMN #184                                       Of the Father’s Love Begotten                  DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (TFWS) #2090  verse 2

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                                                    Ann Jessup
(After the presentation, children 5 and under may go with the class leader to the 2-3’s classroom located
on the first floor past the elevator on the left. They may be picked up there, or they will be escorted back to

the sanctuary prior to the benediction.)

PRAYER FOR CELEBRATION OF THE INCARNATE ONE
 
ANTHEM                                   Glory of the Father/Word Was God                                         Egil Hovland
                                                                       (text John 1:1-3)                                      Rosephanye Powell

MARY PRAYS                                                                                                                          McCullough Adams

MARY’S ANTHEM                                        Cradle Hymn                                                         Kim Arnessan

JOSEPH PRAYS                                                                                                                                  Daniel Hanlin
    
JOSEPH’S ANTHEM                     The Hands that First Held Mary’s Child                          Dan Forrest
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 





Cradle Hymn

Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber; Holy angels guard thy bed;
Heavenly blessings without number Gently falling on thy head

See the kindly shepherds round Him; Telling wonders from the sky!
When they sought Him, there they found Him; With his Virgin-Mother by

See the lovely babe a-dressing; Lovely infant, how He smiled!
When He wept, the mother's blessing; Soothed and hushed the holy child

Mayst thou live to know and fear Him; Trust and love Him all thy days;
Then go dwell forever near Him; See His face, and sing His praise!

The Hands that First Held Mary’s Child

The hands that first held Mary's Child were hard from working wood; from boards, they sawed and
planed and filed, and splinters they withstood.

This day they gripped no tool of steel, they drove no iron nail but cradled from the head to heel our
Lord, newborn and frail. When Joseph marveled at the size of that small breathing frame and gazed upon
those bright new eyes, and spoke the Infant's name, the angel's words he once had dreamed poured down
from heaven's height, and, like the host of stars that beamed, blest earth with welcome light. This Child
shall be Emmanuel, not God upon the throne but God with us, Emmanuel, as close as blood and bone.'

The tiny form in Joseph's palms confirmed what he had heard, and from his heart rose hymns and
psalms for heaven's human word. The tools which Joseph laid aside a mob would later lift and use with

anger, fear, and pride
to crucify God's gift. Let us, O Lord, not only hold the Child who's born today but, charged with faith,

may we be bold to follow in his way.



Shepherd’s Pipe Carol

Going through the hills on a night all starry on the way to Bethlehem
Far away I heard a shepherd boy piping on the way to Bethlehem

Angels in the sky brought this message nigh: "Dance and sing for joy that Christ the newborn King Is
come to bring us peace on earth and He's lying cradled there at Bethlehem."

"Tell me, shepherd boy piping tunes so merrily on the way to Bethlehem
Who will hear your tunes on these hills so lonely on the way to Bethlehem?

Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
"Dance and sing for the joy that Christ the newborn King

Is come to bring peace on earth and He's lying cradled there at Bethlehem."

"None may hear my pipes on these hills so lonely on the way to Bethlehem;
But a King will hear me play sweet lullabies when I get to Bethlehem."

Angels in the sky came down from on high hovered over the manger where the babe was lying
Cradled in the arms of His mother Mary sleeping now at Bethlehem

"Where is the new King, shepherd boy piping merrily-is He there at Bethlehem?"
"I will find Him soon by the star shining brightly in the sky o'vr Bethlehem."

"May I come with you, shepherd boy piping merrily; come with you to Bethlehem?
Pay my homage too at the new King's cradle; is it far to Bethlehem?"



In Memory of:	 By:		
Alley, Barbara Gowan	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Barrett, Ralph & Ellen	 Ed and Sara Fisher
Byrd, Madison Vivian	 Susan Byrd Mathews
Byrum, Sister	 Sam Waldrep
Calvert, Evelyn	 Ann & Harvey Jessup
Caskey, Samuel Lathan	 Beth Caskey Robinson
Checca, Julio	 Joe Checca &
	     Janet Hopkins
Clements, Carol H.	 Deborah Rowe
Cobb, Mrs. Gail	 Ray Cobb & 
	     David Williams
Cotter, Marie & L.A.	 Mrs. L. Arlen Cotter 
	     & Family
Cotter, L. Arlen	 Mrs. L. Arlen Cotter 
	     & Family
Fowler, Don	 Carol Fowler
Hagins, Sara Mangum	 Mary & Lanneau Lide
Hepfer, Rick	 Kitty Hepfer
Hopkins, Edward Merit	 Joe Checca & 
	     Janet Hopkins
Joye, Barry M.	 Suzanne Joye
Lane, Becky Stubbs & 
   Theo Lyfon	 Jim Lane
Lide, Ruth & L.D. 	 Mary & Lanneau Lide
Mangum, Louise & Tom	 Mary & Lanneau Lide
Markert, George 	 Bill Bondine

In Memory of:	 By:		
Martin, Andrew	 Kathy Rogers
My Parents	 Kathy Wright
My Parents	 Martha Boynton
Our Parents	 Jim and Jennifer Laughlin
Peterson, Nelle	 Ed and Sara Fisher
Rico, K-9 Special Agent	 Thom & Shannon Berry
Rowe, Rick	 Sam Waldrep
Rowe, Rick	 Deborah Rowe
Rozier, Ralph	 Virginia Vaughan
Ruffin, Hazel & Bully	 Anne Sinclair
	     & Julian Ruffin
Shirley, Elizabeth H.	 Lynn Shirley
Sinclair, Harold & 
   Mary Frances	 Anne Sinclair 
   	    & Julian Ruffin
Smith, Rudolph Horace 
   “R.H”	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Stephens, Larry Marion	 Ellen D. Carruth
Stine, Mr. & Mrs. I. F.	 Ray Cobb 
	     & David Williams
Stubenburg, Robert & 
   Rosalind	 Mary Stubenderg
Threatt, Sarah	 Betty Cribbs
Vaughan, James Polk	 Virginia Vaughan
White, Martha Lillian	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Williams, George Thomas	 Chip Williams
Williams, Jane Fisher	 Chip Williams

2023 Poinsettias



In Honor of:	 By:
Andrés, Chef José	 Thom & Shannon Berry
Bean, Julie	 Fran & Alan-Jon Zupan
Berry, Shannon and Thom	Nancy & Mickey Epting
Blanton, Knox & Cheryl	 Ed McClain 
	     & Jim Blanton
Everette, Dr. Tony	 Thom & Shannon Berry
Galloway, Lynda & John	 Virginia Vaughan
Hopkins, Jared 
   & Suzannah	 Fran & Alan-Jon Zupan
Hostetler, Karen McClain	 Ed McClain 
	     & Jim Blanton
Jessup, Ann	 Keene & Demi Garvin
Lippert, Rev. Alston	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Lippert, Rev. Alston	 Don & Trisha Britt
Nance, Catherine	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Our Children 
   & Grandchildren	 Jim & Jennifer Laughlin

In Honor of:	 By:
Our Children and 
   Grandchildren	 Nancy & Mickey Epting
Our Children and 
   Grandchildren	 C. Grant & Licia Jackson
Our Five Grands	 Don & Trisha Britt
Rowe, Deborah	 Mary Mangum Lide
Shirley, Rev. Becky	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Shirley, Rev. Becky	 C. Grant & Licia Jackson
Taylor, Rev. Christine	 Thom & Shannon Berry
The Grace Class	 Charles Joye
Waldrep, Sam	 Mary Mangum Lide
Waldrep, Sam	 Joe Alley & Toni White
Walters, Paula	 Virginia Vaughan
Williams, Chip	 Nancy Whittle 
	     & Sandra Howell
WSUMC Choir	 Keene & Demi Garvin
Zupan, Brady	 Fran & Alan-Jon Zupan

2023 Poinsettias




