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1401 Washington Street - Columbia, SC - 29201

Monday - Friday           8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

A Celebration
On Sunday, October 29th, we celebrated the 105th birthday of our oldest member, Mrs. 
Nancy Self. Nancy “Nan” Self has been a member of Washington Street since March 22, 

1953, and still joins us in the pews with her son, Ned Self, on Sunday mornings! 

It was a joyous occassion as we were able to recognize and honor Nan for the years of 
commitment, love and service she has given to Washington Street. Thank you to all who 

joined us and helped make this such a special day. 
Happy 105th birthday, Nan!
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The Faith Formation Team is exploring the opportunity of publishing a booklet of devotionals for the Advent season, 
written by Washington Street members. Part of our call to discipleship is “telling our faith story.” Would you consider 
sharing a devotion with us? You are welcome to include a bible verse or passage, but it is not required. Length is also 

entirely up to you, but we ask that you try not to exceed 4-5 paragraphs. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Beth Matthews. We ask that devotions be sent to Lainey 
Wood no later than November 13th. 

lainey@wsmethodist.org

We want to hear from YOU!
Deadline Approaching

“Each of you should give 
what you have decided in 
your heart to give, not re-

luctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheer-
ful giver.”2 Corinthians 9:7

Join us for Consecration Sunday 
on November 12th as we mark the 

end of our Stewardship Season, 
and celebrate the commitments 

made to our church. If you haven’t 
returned your completed pledge 

card yet, there will be an opportu-
nity to bring them forward during 
worship as we pray for the life of 
our church and it’s future with a 

Million Dollar Ministry.

	 There will also be a “FACE Fair” from 9:45 - 10:30 AM (brunch served) as well as at 
12:00 PM during our Church-Wide Luncheon. If you’re unable to stay for the Church-Wide 

Luncheon, we hope you’ll be able to attend the earlier portion. If you’re interested in engaging 
in the life of our church, you will have the opportunity to learn more about the four compo-

nents of FACE, and discover the MANY ways you can become actively involved at 
Washington St. 
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	 When Lynn Shirley met with senior minister Mike Alexander before joining Washington 
Street in 2002, he told Mike that he didn’t want to just sit in a pew, he wanted to be active.
Mike told Lynn to be careful, that churches can “suck the life out of you.”
     “However,” Lynn said, “the part he may have failed to tell me is that it can put much more life back 
in you.”
	 His early involvement included the Missions, Membership and Evangelism and Raggio com-
mittees; the latter he served on for nearly 10 years, acquiring and indexing still photos for the Raggio 
Report.
	 This year he is coordinator for Age and Family Ministries, the A in F.A.C.E., the methodolo-
gy to implement Renewal 2020 (see The Connection, July 16, 2017, on the church’s website).
	 Lynn said one way to think about the Age-Related and Family Ministries group is that they 
are the coordinating umbrella for activities and projects that aren’t primarily held on Sunday, includ-
ing Faith, Food and Fellowship, the Lunch Bunch, UMM, and UMW.
For the past six years (2011-2016), Lynn was a member of the Board of Trustees.  For the first two 
years, he worked full-time at USC. After he retired, he was elected to four consecutive, one-year terms 
as chairman of the Trustees, a job that needs full-time attention occasionally, he said. He could put 
time into major projects like the transformation of the parlor into the Wesley Room.
	 He enjoyed the time on Trustees after retirement “so I could focus on some longer-range 
visioning of what the church needs – and encourage people to think that way,” Lynn said.
	 Lynn was born in the Anderson County town of Belton, where he grew up in the Presbyteri-
an church.  He knew Washington Street’s business manager Robbie Douglas who lived in Belton and 
is six years younger than he is.  Robbie’s mother directed the choir in the church where Lynn’s mother 
was the organist.  And Robbie’s father was Lynn’s primary-care physician. “I was a sickly, asthmatic 
kid, so I saw plenty of Robbie’s dad,” Lynn said.
Robbie and Lynn spent a lot of time on Saturdays going to Carolina football games while Lynn was at 
Carolina and Robbie still in Belton, but after Robbie got married the two went their separate ways for 
about 30 years until Robbie and his wife, Lisa, moved back to Columbia and joined Washington Street.
	 Lynn earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in the technical aspects of geography from 
USC.  Technical geography (GIS) combines computerized maps and data to produce information such 
as voting patterns relative to the demographics and income of an area. 
	 Lynn worked at USC for 36 years.  He taught various technical geography classes and man-
aged and worked on mapping projects that benefited state and local agencies.
His most memorable experience happened because of a request from his dean. Lynn met one-on-one 
with U.S. Sen. Strom Thurmond, who had come to endow a chair in Arts and Sciences.  As project 
manager on a statewide mapping project for the State Development Board, Lynn was asked to demon-
strate a computer application for statewide industrial sites.  Thurmond was in his late 80s and Lynn 
was told that he might lose interest after 15 minutes.  But the two were together more than an hour, 
and Thurmond asked lots of questions.
“My wife, Nancy, has property in Edgefield County, can you zoom in and show it to me?” Thurmond 
asked. Lynn did.
		  Lynn thinks of himself as a generalist, someone who knows a little about a lot of 
things but not a lot about any one thing.  He was a founding member of the Grace Sunday School 
Class, where he teaches occasionally.  He also is part of the team of volunteers who run the sanctuary’s 
sound system.
	 “The beauty of what I see at Washington Street is elegantly stated on the plaque on the front 
of the church: THE CONGREGATION MINISTERS HERE,” Lynn said.  “That’s what a church should 
be.”
	 Hobbies outside of church include playing league tennis, exercising in a class the church 
sponsors, participating in a reading group and attending college sporting events.  He has season tickets 
to USC football games and to men’s and women’s Gamecock basketball games.
Lynn also is president of the Hollywood-Rose Hill Neighborhood Association. 

Article by Fran Zupan

Getting to Know

Lynn Shirley

In Memory of Robert Brown
to the Soup Cellar

by the Dawsey Class

In Memory of Barbara Horne
to Christ Chapel Courtyard Fund

by Mrs. L. Arlen Cotter
to WSUMC

by Virginia Vaughan
by Martha King

to the Soup Cellar
by David & Robin Anderson

by Susan Brown
by David Byrum

by John & Mary Lue Finch
by John & Lynda Galloway

by Mike, Gwen & Sim Harmon
by Happy Henry

by Robert C. Smith
by Mary S. Sutherland

by Walden Court Homeowners 
Association

In Memory of Anne Macaluso
to the Umbrella Ministry

by Jim Lane

In Memory of Lella Pfeiffer
to Music Ministries

by Richard & Kathy Handel
by Janelle Rivers

to the Soup Cellar
by Walter & Carolyn Hennies

by the Dawsey Class
to WSUMC

by Mary C. Grattan

In Honor of Nan Self & her 
105th Birthday

to Music Ministries
by Susan R. Luthren

to WSUMC
by Frank & Mary Ann Callcott

Gifts Very often you hear the names of our growing staff and dedicated volunteers, but there’s 
always an opportunity to get to know them better! 
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Washington Street’s traditional Christmas gift to the community will be held in our 
Sanctuary on Monday, December 18th at 7:00 PM. 

Sing-Along Messiah was founded in 2002, on the principle that everyone in the metropolitan Columbia area, and 
anyone willing to travel to Columbia, should have the opportunity to sing some part of Messiah at least once a year. 

Sing-Along Messiah is a joyous night of worship, instrumental music, and singing! 

To learn more about this community favorite event, visit www.singalongmessiah.org

Your contributions are needed and would be grealy appreciated so that we may continue this fine tradition. If you 
would like to make a personal donation on behalf of you or your business, you can bring or send a check to WSUMC 

with “SAM” in the memo line. Please indicate how you would like to be listed! 

Your contributions to Sing Along Messiah can also be made ONLINE through online giving. 
Visit our website www.wsmethodist.org/giving/ or text the word “Engage” to the number 73256. 

Your support is greatly appreciated!

Save the Date

Sunday, December 2nd at 5:00 PM
Mark your calendars and bring your families!

Further details regarding registration coming soon..

Sunday, November 19th
The UMW will be hosting their annual Bake Sale! Don’t 

worry about baking for the holidays - the UMW have 
already done that for you. All proceeds go to missions.

Cash, check and credit/debit cards will be accepted.
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As the temperatures drop and the cold days and nights approach us, we 
anticipate turning on the heat in our homes and starting the fires. We also 

think of our Soup Cellar patrons who endure the cold weather outside. 
The Active Faith Small Group has just begun collecting twin-sized fleece 
blankets to distribute in our Soup Cellar to provide warmth and comfort 
to those who don’t have it otherwise. We hope you’ll prayerfully consider 
joining us in this mission! There is a basket in Mission Garden designated 

for blanket collection, where you can drop off gently used or new fleece 
blankets. Thank you for your support as we work to spread warmth from 

the heart of Washington Street!

Happy Fall from our Child Development Center!

The children of our CDC had the best time picking out their pumpkins at 
the pumpkin patch and wanted to share that joy with you! Under the lead-
ership of our Director, Felicia Yockel, and her dedicated staff, our children 
enjoy daily activities that create excitement and growth at the same time. 
Our goal is to enhance each child’s social, emotional, language, cognitive, 
physical, and spiritual growth by providing a developmentally appropri-
ate environment that fosters each child’s potential through respect, love, 
and play.

To learn more about our Child Development Center, visit our website.
www.wsmethodist.org
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Announcements
Charge Conference: There will be a called Charge Conference on November 13 at 6:30 in the Wesley Room just before the begin-
ning of the regularly scheduled Church Council meeting.  The purpose of this Charge Conference is to grant final approval for the salary of 
Reverend Taylor Pafford.  The Charge Conference is open to all members of the congregation, but only members of the Charge Conference 
(Church Council and clergy whose charge conference membership resides here) can vote.  At the conclusion of this item of business the regu-
larly scheduled Church Council meeting will begin.
 

Christmas Poinsettias: It’s that time of year again! Order your Christmas Poinsettias to help enhance our worship experience 
during the Chistmas and Advent season. Order forms are available in the front office, as well as on the “Weekly Bulletin” page of our website. 
Poinsettias are $20 each this year, and can be paid for with cash or check during the offertory on Sundays or dropped off in the Church Office. 
You can also pay for the poinsettias ONLINE! Visit our website, www.wsmethodist.org/giving/ and make sure to select the “Poinsettia” fund 
when paying online. A completed order form must still be filled out if paying online, and returned to the Church Office or emailed to Lainey 
Wood, lainey@wsmethodist.org

Collecting Perscription Glasses: Prescription glasses and over the counter reading glasses are being collected by the Toni 
White Circle for missions performed by USC Methodist Students led by Tom Wall. The group does vision screenings, and then glasses that have 
been cleaned and labeled are given free of charge. If you have any perscription glasses that you no longer use and are willing to donate, they are 
being collected in the Misson Garden area. Thank you for your support!
-

Mary’s Maidens: The next meeting of Mary’s Maidens is Sunday, November 12, at 4:00-5:30 in the church kitchen and Disciple con-
ference Room. We will be baking treats to be sold at the United Methodist Women’s Bake Sale on Sunday, November 19. We will also sort items 
donated for the Soup Cellar gift bags. All girls in first through sixth grades are invited to join us for this fun time of service to others. Friends 
are always welcome!

College Student Packages: Parents and grandparents of college students, please remind your student to check their snail mail 
for a surprise from the 2’s and 3’s Sunday School Class.

Soup Cellar Christmas Gift Bags: We are in need of toothbrushes, toothpaste, and deodorant to fill the bags. Snack crack-
ers, granola bars, and candy are also needed.  Please leave your items in the Christmas box in the Missions Garden. Thank you for helping 
Mary’s Maidens with this project!

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF: Thank you to everyone who stopped to drop coins or dollars in the UNICEF Trick-or-Treat boxes.  
You helped Mary’s Maidens raise $200.62 dollars for children in need around the world. That is almost enough to fund a School-in-a-Box to 
help 40 refugee children learn and heal. This year’s donations will go to areas around the world in the most need. If you were not able to con-
tribute this past Sunday but would like to help, you may donate by check made out to WSUMC for UNICEF through Sunday, November 5.

Children’s Christmas Tree Ornaments:  It’s time to smile for the camera! All children in nursery through sixth grade 
will have their pictures taken for an ornament for the Children’s Christmas Tree.  Pictures will be taken during Sunday school on all Sundays in 
November.  If you miss Sunday School, see Mary Lide after each worship service.

Thank You: Thank you to Trenholm Road UMC and their annual pumpkin patch for donating the pumpkins used to decorate our church! 

	 	  		

75 Years Ago
	
As the first year of America’s participation in World War II came 
to a close, our congregation’s close ties to the troops at Fort Jack-
son were reflected in the pages of our church bulletins. 
	 On November 15, 1942, the morning service was conduct-
ed by Colonel R.O. McCrae, senior pastor of the U.S. Army’s 12th 
Corps. The offertory was sung by Private Phillip Miller. 
	 The following entry in the November 29 bulletin made 
reference to the war-time rationing of gasoline and rubber: “The 
finance committee is gratified to report a splendid response in 
securing pledges to the church budget. If you have not made your 
pledge, use the card in the pew rack. Our stewards will appreciate 
such cooperation on your part. They will be glad to visit you, but 
their tires are thin and their gasoline is quite limited.”

Archives Notes The next issue of the Connecction will 
run on Sunday, November 19th. All 

announcements should be emailed to 
lainey@wsmethodist.org 

by Noon on Monday, November 13th. 

NOTE: The November 19th issue 
will be the last full-length issue for 
2017. Both issues to be published 
in December will be condensed in 

content and dedicated specifically for 
events and information pertaining to 

Advent and Christmas at 
Washington Street.



page 7

Meet our Staff
Senior Minister
Reverend Patricia Parrish
pjparrish@umcsc.org
Associate Minister for Communi-
ty Connections and Missions
Reverend Joe Wilson
jawilsonii@umcsc.org

Associate Minister for Nurture 
and Discipleship Development
Reverend Alston Lippert
aflippert@umcsc.org

Business Administrator
Robbie Douglas

CDC Director
Felicia Yockel

Director of Music
Angela Powers

Organist
Louis Shirer

Pianist
Dr. Rick Frierson

Administrative Assistant
Abbie McKenzie

Communication Specialist
Lainey Wood

Property/Maintenance 
Supervisor
Jerry Sumpter

Soup Cellar Manager
Sandy Endicott

Soup Cellar Assistant
Eric Williams

Custodian
Michael Hutto

Social Work Intern
Meredith Transou

Wednesday, 

November 8th

5:30 - 7:30 PM

Threatt Hall

Join us for a time of faith, 
food and fellowship as 

we gather for dinner and 
worship together.

Tickets will be on sale this Sunday, November 5th. 
If you’re unable to make it by one of the tables this Sun-

day, you can reserve your tickets by emailing Lainey Wood 
through the link below.

Wednesdays, November 15th, and 29th
5:30 - 6:30 PM in the Wesley Room

Geared mainly towards visitors and new friends that are seeking to become members, we 
invite you to join our clergy in conversations surrounding discipleship and membership 

at Washington Street. Professing members are welcome to join the dialogue as well!

The group does not require a book and is very conversational in nature.  Please bring 
your Bible and pencil & paper, and join this group if you want to share in the dialogue.

Sign up is not necessary. 

Questions? Contact Revered Parrish
pjparrish@umcsc.org
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LOCATION KEY

JHC - John Harper Classroom		     TH - Threatt Hall 	 YR - Youth Room		    LCR - Leavitt Choir Room	
DCR - Disciple Conference Room               WR - Wesley Room	 HPR - Holroyd Prayer Room	   GSR- Girl Scout Room

Calendar of 
Weekly Activities

Sunday, November 5
All Saints Sunday
9:00 AM Worship - Christ Chapel
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship – Sanctuary

Monday, November 6
5:30 PM Faith Formation Team Meeting- JHC
6:30 PM Staff Parish Relations Committee - WR

Tuesday, November 7
8:00 AM Prayer Group - WR
10:00 AM Circle 6 - JHC
3:00 PM Staff Meeting - JHC
4:00 PM FCGV - WR
5:30 PM Firm It Up - YR
5:30 PM Disciple 1 Study - JHC
6:30 PM Domestic Abuse Counseling Services - DCR

Wednesday, November 8
10:45 AM Prayer Group - HPR
3:00 PM Hispanic Family Tutoring Class - DCR
5:30 PM F3 Fellowship Dinner - TH
5:30 PM Handbells Rehearsal - 3rd Floor Choir Room
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR

Thursday, November 9
9:30 AM CDC Devotions - Christ Chapel
5:30 PM Firm It Up - YR
6:00 PM Prayer & Study Group - HPR
7:00 PM Palmetto Chamber Orchestra - LCR

Friday, November 10 | Saturday, November 11
No  Activities Scheduled

 

Sunday, November 12
9:00 AM Worship and Communion - Christ Chapel
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR
9:45 AM FACE Fair/Brunch - TH
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship – Sanctuary
12:00 PM FACE Fair/Church Luncheon - TH
2:00 PM Columbia District Leadership Training 
4:00 PM Mary’s Maidens - DCR/Church Kitchen

Monday, November 13
5:00 PM Sistercare Dinner - JHC
5:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting - JHC
6:30 PM Charge Conference/Church Council - WR

Tuesday, November 14
7:00 AM Transitions Prayer Breakfast - TH
8:00 AM Prayer Group - WR
10:30 AM Circle 3 - WR
2:00 PM Reconciling Ministries of SC - WR
5:30 PM Missions Meeting - WR
5:30 PM Circle 9 - HPR
5:30 PM AVP - Library
5:30 PM Disciple 1 Study - JHC
5:30 PM Firm It Up - YR
6:30 PM Domestic Abuse Counseling Services - DCR

Wednesday, November 15
10:45 AM Prayer Group - HPR
3:00 PM Hispanic Family Tutoring Class - DCR
5:30 PM Conversations on Discipleship - WR
5:30 PM Handbells Practice - 3rd Floor Choir Room
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR           	

Thursday, November 16
9:30 AM CDC Devotions - Christ Chapel
12:00 PM Lunch Bunch - TH
5:30 PM Killingsworth Board Meetings - JHC
5:30 PM Prayer & Study Group - HPR
5:30 PM Circle 2 - WR
5:30 PM Firm It Up - YR
7:00 PM Palmetto Chamber Orchestra - LCR

Friday, November 17 | Saturday, November 18
No Activities Scheduled

Have you Heard?
Our Sunday school classes are in the midst of neat studies and discussion topics. 

Read more below and consider joining them one Sunday! 
Visit our website to learn more about our various Sunday school classes.

THE ALDERSGATE CLASS: studying the text, When You Are Facing Change, by J. Bill Ratliff. 
THE GRACE CLASS: studying the text, Fear of the Other, by Will Willimon. 
THE JOY CLASS: studying the text, Seeing Gray in a World of Black or White: Thoughts on Religion, Morality, and Poli-
tics, by Adam Hamilton. 
THE OPEN DOOR CLASS: studying the text, Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet, by Adam Hamilton. 


