
The 
Connection

July 30, 2017
1401 Washington Street - Columbia, SC - 29201

Monday - Friday      I     8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Soup Cellar     I     Monday - Friday      I     11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Many Thanks
MANY THANKS TO NIKKI ULMER, who has led Washington Street’s Children and 
Youth Ministries since September of 2013.  Nikki has brought growth to our children 
and youth ministries and been an advocate for the needs of this age group and their 

families.   

The congregation will have an opportunity to express their thanks to Nikki at a re-
ception following the 11:00 service of worship this Sunday July 30, in the Wesley Room.  
We hope that all of you will take a moment to express your appreciation to Nikki and 

to wish her well as she moves into a new position with the South Carolina Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church. 
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Announcements
Embracing Messiness - Open Door Class: Do you feel like you may not pray, read the Bible, share 
your faith, or love God enough? Do you feel like you may not be committed or spiritual enough? The Open Door Class 
is nearing the end of their study entitled Messy Spirituality by Mike Yaconelli, which suggests our imperfection, 
unfinishedness and messiness are earmarks of Christianity and that genuine faith begins with admitting we never have 
our act completely together. It’s not too late to join in on this study! We invite all who are interested to join us! 

The Open Door Class Tries Water Walking: On Sunday August 20, the Open Door Class will 
begin a new study by John Ortberg - If You Want To Walk on Water, You’ve Got To Get Out Of The Boat. This 
book invites us to consider the incredible potential that awaits us just outside our comfort zone. Out on the risky wa-
ters of faith, Jesus is waiting to meet us in ways that will change us, deepening our character and our trust in God. Join 
us as we get out of our boats and into our storms to meet the One who can help us align ourselves to God’s purpose for 
our lives. We welcome visitors and new members of all ages to join us as we delve into scripture and learn from each 
other.

Soup Cellar Gift Bags: Mary’s Maidens are asking for donations of toothbrushes, travel size soaps and
shampoos. Three hundred Christmas gift bags will be filled with useful items for the guests of the Soup Cellar.  A 
Christmas box is available in the hallway for your items.  We are accepting monetary donations to be used to buy items 
such as toothpaste and deodorant.  Thank you in our efforts to serve others.

Thank you: The blue sheet that was donated for use at Vacation Bible School was used as a photo background.  If 
you would like for us to return the sheet, please contact Mary Lide, 782-6035 or neaudl@aol.com.

Christ Chapel Courtyard Engraved Bricks Deadline: The deadline for ordering engraved 
bricks for the Christ Chapel Courtyard is August 1st. If you are planning to purchase a named brick, please send your 
order form (available in Church Office) to Janet Cotter. Thank you! 

Announcements for the next issue of The Connection are due by 12:00 PM Noon on Tuesday, August 8th. Please send all an-
nouncements to Lainey Wood, lainey@wsmethodist.org. We ask that announcements pertaining to events or occassions only 

run within two weeks prior to the date. 

Anna Young and Michelle Story
	 Our duet today will feature Anna 
Young and Michelle Story singing a classical 
favorite, O Lord, Most Holy by Cesar Franck. 
Today is the last “official” Sunday that Anna 
and Michelle will be singing in the Washing-
ton Street Choir. Both have been choir mem-
bers and soloists throughout their college 
years. Both are graduates of the USC School 
of Music and will attend graduate school this 
fall, pursuing Masters degrees in vocal perfor-
mance. Anna will be attending the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville and Michelle will  
attend Miami University in Ohio. We will 
miss these two young ladies, their contagious 
smiles, warm personalities and beautiful 
voices. We wish you great success wherever 
you may go, and always know that you are 
welcome at Washington Street!
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Encouragement from 
our Confirmands

In June, we welcomed four young people into our 
church through their professions of faith. After 

going through the confirmation process, they 
learned more about the United Mehodist Church 
and what it means to be a United Methodist. They 
were able to discuss their faith with each other, 

and now they have the opportunity to share it 
with us! Keep an eye out for a few words from our 

confirmands over the next few weeks. 

“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ de-
clares the Lord. ‘Plans to prosper you and 

not harm you. Plans to give you hope and a 
future.’” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

“This is my favorite bible verse because it lets you know 
that God has a plan for you. I think everybody can relate 
to this verse in some way. Everybody goes through hard 
times at some point whether it’s losing someone you love 
or when things don’t work out the way you wanted them 
to. My mom and one of my best friends, Ali, taught me 

this verse and now I have a wooden sign in my room with 
this verse on it.  It always reminds me that God always 
has a plan for you, and I hope it will remind all of you 

that as well!”
-Ally Cannon

Getting to Know...
Very often you hear the names of our growing 

staff and dedicated volunteers, but there’s 
always an opportunity to get to know them 

better! With future issues of The Connection, 
we encourage you to keep reading and learn 
more about those who give so much time and 
energy to the mission of Washington Street.

	             Abbie McKenzie
	 There’s always work to be done in the Church 
Office – with the copier, the cutter, the volunteers, the 
supplies – and Washington Street’s administrative assis-
tant, Abbie McKenzie, is right in the center of activity.
“When I met with Robbie (Douglas, business adminis-
trator), I said, ‘I like variety,’ and boy, did I get variety,” 
Abbie said with a smile.
	 Abbie also participates in counting the Sunday 
offering, types the order of worship for each week’s bul-
letin and keeps the Rev. Patricia Parrish updated about 
what is going on, both in the office and with the church’s 
members.
	 She also keeps up with scheduling meetings and 
events for the church calendar, and she answers a lot of 
e-mails.
	 Abbie came to Washington Street with experience 
in church employment as an Administrative Assistant 
and loves her job at Washington Street.  “Everyone has 
made me feel right at home.”
	 Abbie grew up in Lilesville, N.C., half way between 
Charlotte and Wilmington.  She is the youngest of six 
children.
	 Abbie moved to Columbia when she married her 
husband, Jerry, an engineer for CSX Railroad in 1984.  
He died unexpectedly after they had been married 21 
years.  Abbie said her faith in God has helped her move 
forward.
	 Abbie and her husband had a daughter, Kristin, 
who is now an operating room nurse at Palmetto Health 
Richland.  Kristin is seeking a master’s degree to be-
come a Nurse Practitioner.  She married Nick Hartman, 
another nurse, in May 2016.  
	 Unless she is spending time with her daughter, 
Abbie enjoys walking, going to movies and dinner with 
her friends.
	 Abbie describes herself as “very organized, com-
passionate and fun-loving.”  She said she was attracted 
to her job by the church’s Renewal 2020 plan.
	 “That is awesome,” she said.
	
		               Article written by Fran Zupan

	 		  Archives Notes 		
		  75 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

In August 1942, Washington 
Street’s congregation, along 
with the rest of the country, 
was struggling through the

 first summer of our 
involvement in World War 

II. Nine of our members 
would make the ultimate 

sacrifice in the fight to protect freedom here and abroad.

25 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
On August 2, 1992 Jaya Wall, “infant daughter” of Tom and 

Jane Wall, was baptized at Palmerston Place Church of Scotland 
in Edinburgh. 
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	 Thank you to Kristie Rowe for serving as VBS Di-
rector AND providing tasty snacks.  It took many volun-
teers to plan and execute a successful experience where 
children could learn about God’s love for them and how 
they can serve the Lord.  Thank  you to all  the
volunteers at Hero Central VBS. Visit the Hero Central 
bulletin board to see the wonderful volunteer Heroes and 
the Super Hero children who attended Vacation Bible 
School.
	 Watch for announcements of planning sessions 
this fall for VBS 2018!

Washington Street Vacation 
Bible School NEEDS YOU!

	 Close to 70 children learned how to become Heroes for God at Vacation Bible 
School July 10-14.  Led by music director Super Angela Powers and her assistants Super 
D, Super E, and Super V, we learned the Hero Code each morning.  Wonderful storytell-
ers Patricio Aravena, Jim Lane, Richard Owen, Jonathan Jackson, and Rev. Alston Lip-
pert taught about heroes from the Bible that exemplified the Hero Code. God’s Heroes 

have Heart, Courage, Wisdom, Hope, and Power.  Children rotated to music, recreation, 
and their classrooms for snacks and crafts. Each rotation enforced the Hero Code.

Children in 4th-6th grades participated in the Service Squad. Some of their activities 
were serving in the Soup Cellar, making cold water laundry detergent for the homeless, 

and creating a birthday party in a bag for our shut-ins.
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Gifts
In Memory of Betty Elliott Bowers

to WSUMC
by Betty A. Cribbs

In Memory of Pat Brodie
to The Soup Cellar

by Kevin and Carol Duggan
to WSUMC

by Scott and Evelyn Middleton

In Memory of Dr. Skottowe 
B. Fishburne

to The Good Smaritan Fund
by Frances Robertson

In Memory of John, Nina, and 
Johnny

to The Soup Cellar
by Robin C. Marshall

In Memory of Roy Sutherland 
to The Foundation

by Dr. and Mrs. John A. Page
to The Foundation

by Bill and Eleanor Pope
to The Foundation

by Mack and Elizabeth Ouzts
to The Foundation

by Kathryn D. Durham
to The Foundation

by Frances Robertson
to The Foundation

by Wilma G. Winslow
to The Foundation

by John and Lynda Galloway
to The Foundation
by Gary D. Stanley
to The Foundation

by Gwendolyn Barnes
to The Soup Cellar

by Holly Moore

In Honor of Sam Waldrep
to The Minister’s Discretionary Fund

by John and Mary Lue Finch

Faith Activity Nutrition

It’s that time of year again! 
We are collecting donations for Alcorn Middle School’s “Pack-A-
Back” program, and we’ll start by collecting school supplies. Listed 

below are the items they are in need of. Donations can be placed in the 
collection bin in our Mission Garden, across from the Christ Chapel 

Courtyard. Thank you!

Composition Notebooks, Spiral Notebooks, Loose Leaf Notebook 
Paper, Packs of Pencils, Color Pencils, 2 Pocket Folders, Hand 

Sanitizer, Ear Buds, and Flash Drives.
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SAVE THE DATE!

	 On August 20, 2017 at 3:00pm Mezzo-So-
prano, LaToya Adams and Baritone, Kendrick 
Williams will be in recital at Washington Street 
United Methodist Church. The recital is spon-
sored by The FORTE Scholarship program 
and is absolutely FREE. The recital program 
will consist of Sacred Songs and Spirituals from 
composers such as Bach, Gounod, Moses Hogan 
and More. Donations are welcomed and all pro-
ceeds will be donated to The FORTE Scholarship 
which is a music scholarship that was established 
to benefit young singers in SC entering college to 
major in Music. For more information about the 
event contact the church office or more informa-
tion about the scholarship email, 
thefortescholarship@gmail.com.
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Meet our Staff
Senior Minister
Reverend Patricia Parrish
pjparrish@umcsc.org

Associate Minister for Communi-
ty Connections and Missions
Reverend Joe Wilson

Associate Minister for Nurture 
and Discipleship Development
Reverend Alston Lippert

Business Administrator
Robbie Douglas

CDC Director
Felicia Yockel

Director of Music
Angela Powers

Organist
Louis Shirer

Pianist
Rick Frierson

Administrative Assistant
Abbie McKenzie

Communication Specialist
Lainey Wood

Property/Maintenance 
Supervisor
Jerry Sumpter

Soup Cellar Manager
Sandy Endicott

Soup Cellar Assistant
Eric Williams

Custodian
Michael Hutto

Christian Education Intern
Nona Woodle

As we make a staff transition in children and youth ministries, we will be looking for 
some individuals to assist us along the way:

Toddler Time Coordinator:  This individual will coordinate volunteers to lead our 
Toddler Time ministry for 2-5 year olds during the 11:00 service of worship. Pleaae 

speak with Susan Hefelfinger or Reverend Lippert

Youth Counselors, 7-8th Grade:  Individuals or a couple to lead our 7-8th grade 
youth in service and witness on the Wednesdays that we have our Faith, Food, and Fel-
lowship Nights (Wednesday Night Fellowship Suppers):  September 13, October 18, and 

November 8, from 6:15- 7:00.  

Youth Counselors, 9-12th Grade:  Individuals or a couple to lead our 9-12th grade 
youth in service and witness on the Wednesdays that we have our Faith, Food, and Fel-
lowship Nights (Wednesday Night Fellowship Suppers):  September 13, October 18, and 

November 8,  from 6:15- 7:00.  

Youth Sunday School Teachers:  Volunteers are invited to speak with Reverend 
Lippert or Susan Hefelfinger about their availability to teach Youth Sunday School on a 

monthly basis or an alternating schedule with other teachers.  
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Sunday, July 30
9:00 AM Worship - Christ Chapel
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM New Friends Coffee - WR
11:00 AM Worship – Sanctuary
12:00 PM Reception for Nikki Ulmer - WR           

Monday, July 31
5:00 PM Raggio Report Committee Meeting - DCR
5:30 PM CDC Board Meeting - JHC
6:00 PM Partial Cola. UMC District Meeting - WR

Tuesday, August 1
8:00 AM Prayer Group - WR
6:30 PM Domestic Abuse Counseling Services - DCR

Wednesday, August 2
10:00 AM Worship Design Team Meeting - WR
10:45 AM Prayer Group - HPR
         	
Thursday, August 3
9:30 AM CDC Devotions - Christ Chapel
3:00 PM Veterans’ PTSD Meeting - DCR
5:30 PM Education Team Meeting - JHC

Friday, August 4 - Saturday, August 5
No Activities Scheduled

Sunday, August 6
8:30 - 11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation – WR
9:00 AM Worship and Communion - Christ Chapel
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship and Communion – Sanctuary
           
Monday, August 7
5:30 PM Staff Parish Relations Committee - JHC

Tuesday, August 8
8:00 AM Prayer Group - WR
2:00 PM Faith Coalition on Gun Violence - WR
2:00 PM Staff Meeting - JHC
5:30 PM Alternatives to Gun Violence - WR
6:30 PM Domestic Abuse Counseling Services - DCR

Wednesday, August 9
10:45 -11:45 AM Prayer Group - Holroyd Room
5:30 PM Nominations and Leadership Dev. - JHC
           	
Thursday, August 10
9:30 AM CDC Devotions - Christ Chapel
3:00 PM Veterans’ PTSD Meeting - DCR
5:30 PM Missions Committee Meeting - WR

Friday, August 11
1:30 PM Belin Foundation Meeting - JHC

Saturday, August 12
No Activities Scheduled

LOCATION KEY

JHC - John Harper Classroom		     TH - Threatt Hall 	 YR - Youth Room		    LCR - Leavitt Choir Room	
DCR - Disciple Conference Room               WR - Wesley Room	 HR - Holroyd Prayer Room	   GSR- Girl Scout Room

Calendar of Weekly Activities
(Summer Camp currently runs Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM)

The calendar for the remainder of 2017 is available on Engage Washington.  If you would like to add an event 
to our calendar, please contact Lainey Wood to ensure that the time and location are available. 

September 9th, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
We are looking for help to plan and support the event, as well as access to health-related con-
tacts in the community or assets that could assist this endeavor.  Contact Lee Haynes (leland-

haynesjr@gmail.com) or Reverend Joe Wilson (jawilsonii@umcsc.org).


