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2017 South Carolina Annual Conference
 The 2017 South Carolina Annual Conference was held in Greenville, South Carolina, during June 4 - 7 with the theme 
“A More Excellent Way:  We Walk By Faith, Not By Sight.”  Approximately 2,000 United Methodists attended.  The Washington 
Street delegation included clergy member, Rev. Patricia Parrish, and lay members, Deborah Rowe, Rick Rowe, Mike Broome, 
and Charlotte Broome.  Clergy whose Charge Conferences are tied to Washington Street also attended.  Alston Lippert, Wash-
ington Street’s newly appointed Associate for Nurture and Discipleship Development, was authorized to serve as a licensed 
local pastor during the Order for the Examination and Licensing of Local Pastors; Washington Streeter Dr. Sara Wilcox was 
featured in a video promoting the Faith, Activity, and Nutrition (FAN) Program at the University of South Carolina; and 
former Washington Street Senior Pastor, C. J. Lupo, was remembered during the Memorial Service.  Lainey Wood, Washing-
ton Street’s Communication Specialist, made beautiful and insightful remarks on behalf of Washington Street and Columbia 
College during the presentation from the SCUM Colleges and University.

 In addition to Bishop Holston’s excellent sermons during Conference, delegates heard presentations by Louisiana Res-
ident Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey and Florence District Superintendent Rev. John W. Hipp.  Bible Study was provided each 
day by Dr. Albert D. Mosley, President of Gammon Theological Seminary.

 Conference celebrated a variety of United Methodist-led missions:  disaster response, homes for the homeless, and 
bikes for people in need.

 S.C. clergy and laity voted on five amendments to the constitution of The United Methodist Church (included on the 
SCUMC.org website), but results of the vote will not be released until all conferences throughout the denomination have vot-
ed.  

 All Conference reports (Conference Homes; Conference Colleges, Universities, and Wesley Fellowships; Archives 
and History; the Advocate; UMM, UMW; Lake Junaluska; Theological Seminaries; other committees and boards; etc.) can 
be found on the SC Conference website (www.umcsc.org).  Reports initiating the greatest amount of discussion included the 
following:

-The Report of the Council on Finance and Administration proposed a budget of $16.95 million, a 1 % ($169,223.) 
increase over the previous year and a budget that continues the council’s target goal of at or around 15 percent of the 
cumulative average of all the churches’ net funds.  The proposal was approved.

-The Report of the Board of Pension and Health Benefits proposed new health plans through the HealthFlex Exchange 
for active clergy and lay employees.  The proposal was approved. 

-The Report of the Committee on Resolutions and Appeals, which included six resolutions that passed:  Resolution to 
Oppose Human Trafficking and Help End Suicide and Homelessness among LGBTQ Youth; Healing from the Legacy 
of Lynching; Resolution Against a Muslim Ban; Resolution Supporting, Recognizing and Honoring the Services of 
Law Enforcement Officers; Resolution:  A Formal Apology from Trinity UMC to Centenary UMC;  and Welcoming 
the Migrant in our Midst.  One resolution, Resolution Against the Dakota Access Pipeline, in Solidarity with Standing 
Rock, failed. One resolution, Resolution for the Realignment of the South Carolina Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church, was declared out of order by the Bishop.  This resolution suggested the disaffiliation of the SC Annual 
Conference from the United Methodist General Conference. 

-The Report of the Secretary of the Cabinet, which included ten supported resolutions to discontinue churches:  Cedar 
Creek UMC in Winnsboro, Bethel UMC in Anderson, Bethlehem UMC Anderson, Dunean UMC in Greenville, Star-
tex UMC in Startex, Trinity UMC in Greenville, Bath UMC in Bath, Gassaway UMC in Saluda, Pleasant View UMC in 
Cowpens, and Timmonsville UMC in Timmonsville.

 The Conference closed with the Sending Forth service where the “Fixing of the Appointments” was established.  Rev. 
Patricia Parrish was appointed to Washington Street United Methodist Church as Senior Pastor for 2017-2018.  Rev. Joe Wil-
son was appointed Associate for Community Connection and Mission, and Rev. Alston Lippert was appointed Associate for 
Nurture and Discipleship Development.

      Charlotte Broome
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Announcements
Nursery Worker Needed: Do you know of any college students or young adults looking to spend Sunday 
mornings with the sweetest children? Staff Parrish is currently looking for a nursery worker to work three hours on 
Sundays. They will be paid $10 an hour, and must be at least 18 and pass a background check. If interested, contact Kel 
Jansen at (803) 429-1607 or kelincola@gmail.com.

Hand y Mano: The Columbia District Connectional Ministries is sponsoring a District-wide mission project 
which is a summer enrichment program for at-risk children in the Broad River Corridor.  Hand y Mano, which means 
“Hand in Hand” will be housed at Virginia Wingard Memorial UMC and will run from July 31 – August 4 and August 
7 – 11. Several members of the Active Faith Small Group are volunteering  their time and services to this mission, and 
the children will be collecting during VBS, too!  We are asking the congregation to help us through the donation of the 
following supplies.  We will be collecting these items in the Conference Room in the hallway 
next to the Flower Room until July 24. Cases of 8 oz bottles of water, Crayons, Markers, 
Plastic scissors, Glue sticks and Copying paper. Please help a child live a more abundant life through 
this mission. The majority of these children are refugees whose families have come to the US through the Luthren 
Family services of SC.  Your participation in this project will aid in being the hands and feet of Christ in the world.
Active Faith Small Group: The new Active Faith Small Group will meet again Sunday, July 23rd in the 
Wesley Room at 6:30 pm.  We have identified Mission opportunities and will continue our planning.  We welcome 
anyone who wishes to join us for this new ministry! 
Summer Choir:  Our sanctuary choir is now on summer schedule. That means that we only practice on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 and then sing for worship at 11:00.  WE NEED YOU!   This is vacation season and summer break 
for many of our members.  Please help us to continue to lead worship in a meaningful way.  You may just show up any 
Sunday morning or contact Angela at angela@wsmethodist.org or at 803-622-0308 to reserve your music, robe and 
seat.
Embracing Messiness - Open Door Class: Do you feel like you may not pray, read the Bible, share 
your faith, or love God enough? Do you feel like you may not be committed or spiritual enough? Our next study, 
Messy Spirituality by Mike Yaconelli, suggests our imperfection, unfinishedness and messiness are earmarks of Chris-
tianity and that genuine faith begins with admitting we never have our act completely together. We invite all who are 
interested to join us! 
Christmas Gift Bags for the Soup Cellar: A Christmas box is located in the hallway for dona-
tions of travel sizesoap, shampoo, and lotion.  We are, also, collecting toothbrushes and travel size toothpaste
for the Christmas gift bags. Monetary donations are accepted to buy items to fill thebags. Thank you for your help.

Killingsworth Boatload of Fun: Boatload of Fun. Looking for some really “cool” fun this summer?  
How about a kayak - or a canoe (if you prefer) - trip down the Saluda River right to the edge of Columbia!  Killing-
sworth Home is sponsoring its 13th Annual Boatload of Fun on Saturday, July 22.  Whether you are an experienced 
paddler or have never been on the water before, this is your chance to have a morning of fun on the river while 
supporting a Columbia United Methodist mission for women recovering from crisis situations.  Departure time is 
promptly at 9:30 a.m.  Professional guides accompany the paddlers, and an adult must accompany participants under 
the age of 18.   All equipment is provided.   Bring your family, friends, neighbors!  (Just no pets or alcohol.) The cost 
is $30.00 for each paddler and includes a big picnic lunch for all at the conclusion of the paddle.   See the flyer in the 
hallway near the church office and contact Becky at Killingsworth 771-6359 or Carol Krebs at 782-1092 for further 
information.  If you can’t go, you might want to sponsor a resident of Killingsworth so she, too, can enjoy this unique 
outdoors experience.

Announcements for the next issue of The Connection are due by 12:00 PM Noon on Tuesday, July 25th. 
Please send all announcements to Lainey Wood, lainey@wsmethodist.org. We ask that announcements 

pertaining to events or occassions only run within two weeks prior to the date. 
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 In January of this year, Church Council 
met over a weekend-long retreat in Threatt Hall 
where a new organizational structure for our 
church leadership network was introduced, 
called F.A.C.E. The church’s long-standing 
leadership network (Church Council) consists 
of various committees, chairs of committees, 
our Annual Conference Representatives, clergy 
and staff. The F.A.C.E. structure itself consists 
of four main components; Faith Formation, 
Age-Level and Family Ministries, Connections 
and Engaging New People. Within each com-
ponent are specific committees and teams that 
aid in the collaboration of said component. 
Reverend Parrish refers to F.A.C.E. as, “the 
methodology to implement Renewal 2020.” 
Renewal 2020 was a long-term vision initiated 
by our congregation and led by several teams 
of creation and implementation. By pulling all 
areas of our church life into one organizational 
system, F.A.C.E. is set to integrate with the pre-
viously formed Renewal 2020 Plan in an effort 
to enhance the organization and increase the 
fruitfulness of our efforts. 

 The building of F.A.C.E. began by aligning the Renewal 2020 Officers with the currently appointed committee 
chairs for all needs of the church. For example, Beth Matthews chaired the Faith Formation piece of Renewal 2020, 
and now she chairs the “F” piece of F.A.C.E., that encompasses all committees related to the Faith Formation effort. 
The desire for creating such a structure arose when the potential conflict was foreseen by our leadership that com-
mittees outside of the Renewal 2020 initiatives could be working on the same project or mission as one of the Re-
newal 2020 initiatives and not know it. It also guides the answers of questions such as, “Who should lead this effort?” 
F.A.C.E. simply organizes our programs and ministries to integrate all areas of our church life into Renewal 2020. 
F.A.C.E. doesn’t take the place of any piece of Renewal 2020 or alter our church governance, nor does it collide with 
the plans set for the next few years. Rather, it encourages collaboration amongst all areas of our church to propel the 
mission of Renewal 2020 into the future. 
 
Just as every member of the congregation was incorporated in the Renewal 2020 vision process, we encourage ev-
eryone to plug into the F.A.C.E. structure as well. There can never be too many ideas, too much creativity or enough 
collaboration. If you feel called or led to join an area of F.A.C.E., we are waiting for you! The Nominations and Leader-
ship Development Team appoints chairs of committees each year, as well as suggests members who they think would 
fit well, but it doesn’t stop there as committees are never full. If you are looking to join a specific committee, or if you’re 
simply not sure where you’d like to engage but you know you’d like to be a part of the process, please let Revered Par-
rish know. 
 
With the integration of F.A.C.E. and Renewal 2020, our leadership is now looking even further ahead into the future. 
They ask themselves in terms of building upon Renewal 2020, “What’s next?” all the while continuing with the ini-
tiative set in place for the upcoming years. Reverend Parrish states, “What we do in our ministry is how we want to 
present ourselves.” With Renewal 2020 and F.A.C.E., our ministries are our future, and our future starts now! 

“A church with heart in the heart of the city”
Renewal 2020 Mission Statement
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Coordinator: Beth Matthews
Worship Team

Chair: Pam Jenkins

Education Team
Chair: Susan Hefelfinger

Membership Care Team
Chair: Mary Lide

Coordinator: Lynn Shirley
Children’s Coordinator: Lish Jansen

Young Adult Coordinator: Jamie Williams
Older Adult Coordinator: Elaine and Al Moses

Nursery Coordinator: Shelley Stafford
Youth Coordinator: Joe Epting

Family Ministries Coordinator: Jennifer Jackson
Hospitality Coordinator: Mary Lide

Coordinator: Rick Rowe
Missions & Advocacy
Chair: Anne Sinclair
Soup Cellar Group
Chair: David Jones

Good Samaritan Committee
Chair: Jamie Gerald

Student Ministries Team
Co-Chairs: Emily and William Torres

Coordinator: Nancy Whittle
Evangelism Committee

Chair: Lee Haynes
Communication Committee

Chair: Joe Thompson
New Worship Team

Chair: Jordan Harper
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In Memory of Pat Brodie
to Missions

by Harvey and Ann Jessup
to WSUMC

by Sam Waldrep
In Memory of Dr. Skottowe 

B. Fishborne
to WSUMC

by Dr. and Mrs. Jack Smith
to WSUMC 

by Ellison Kibler Associates
In Memory of John, Nina and Johnny

to The Soup Cellar
by Robin C. Marshall

In Memory of Roy Sutherland 
to The Foundation

by Unknown
to The Foundation

by Kevin and Carol Duggan
to the Foundation

by Mr. and Mrs. John Hartley
to The Foundation
by Happy Henry

to The Foundation
by Mr. and Mrs. Gene Hunter

to the Foundation
by Linda M. Johnson

to The Foundation
by Frances T. Robertson

to The Foundation
by Ned Self

to the Foundation
by Peggy Weston
to the Foundation

by Georgia and Joey Vickers
to WSUMC

by John and Mary Lue Finch
In Honor of Mary Lide

to WSUMC
by Kelley Cannon

In Honor of Wendy Clark, Janet Cotter and 
Elizabeth Ouzts

to WSUMC
by Mary Sutherland

In Honor of the Women of the Gracious 
Goodness Ministry
to Gracious Goodness

by David Byrum

Gifts
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Meet our Staff
Senior Minister
Reverend Patricia Parrish
pjparrish@umcsc.org

Associate Minister for Communi-
ty Connections and Missions
Reverend Joe Wilson

Associate Minister for Nurture 
and Discipleship Development
Reverend Alston Lippert

Business Administrator
Robbie Douglas

Director of Children’s and
Youth Ministries
Nikki Ulmer

CDC Director
Felicia Yockel

Director of Music
Angela Powers

Organist
Louis Shirer

Pianist
Rick Frierson

Administrative Assistant
Abbie McKenzie

Communication Specialist
Lainey Wood

Property/Maintenance 
Supervisor
Jerry Sumpter

Soup Cellar Manager
Sandy Endicott

Soup Cellar Assistant
Eric Williams

Custodian
Michael Hutto

Christian Education Intern
Nona Woodle

We are looking for help to plan and support the event, as 
well as access to health-related contacts in the communi-

ty or assets that could assist this endeavor. 
Contact Lee Haynes (lelandhaynesjr@gmail.com) 

or Reverend Joe Wilson (jawilsonii@umcsc.org)
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Sunday, July 16
8:30 - 11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation - WR
9:00 AM Worship - Christ Chapel
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship – Sanctuary
           
Monday, July 17
5:30 PM Evangelism Committee Meeting - WR

Tuesday, July 18
8:00 AM Prayer Group - WR
6:00 PM Parents of Murdered Children - Grace Class
6:30 PM Domestic Abuse Counseling Services - DCR

Wednesday, July 19
10:45 AM Prayer Group - HPR
          
Thursday, July 20
9:30 AM CDC Devotions - Christ Chapel
3:00 PM Veterans’ PTSD Meeting - DCR
5:30 PM  Killinsworth Board Meetings - JHC

Friday, July 21
No Activities Scheduled

Saturday, July 22
No Activities Scheduled

Sunday, July 23
8:30 - 11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation – WR
9:00 AM Worship - Christ Chapel
9:30 AM Sanctuary Choir Practice - LCR
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship – Sanctuary
6:30 PM Active Faith Small Group - WR
           
Monday, July 24
5:30 PM Faith Formation Team Meeting - JHC

Tuesday, July 25
8:00 AM Prayer Group - WR
2:00 PM Staff Meeting - JHC
5:30 PM Nominations & Leadership Dev. - JHC
6:30 Domestic Abuse Counseling Services - DCR

Wednesday, July 26
10:45 -11:45 AM Prayer Group - HPR
12:30 PM CDC Meeting - WR
            
Thursday, July 27
9:30 AM CDC Devotions - Christ Chapel
3:00 PM Veterans’ PTSD Meeting - DCR
6:00 PM UMM - Spirit Communications Park

Friday, July 28
No Activities Scheduled

Saturday, July 29
No Activities Scheduled

LOCATION KEY

JHC - John Harper Classroom     TH - Threatt Hall
YR - Youth Room    LCR - Leavitt Choir Room 
DCR - Disciple Conference Room            WR - Wesley Room 
HPR - Holroyd Prayer Room          GSR- Girl Scout Room

Calendar of Weekly Activities
(Summer Camp currently runs Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM)

The calendar for the remainder of 2017 is available on Engage Washington.  If you would like to add an event 
to our calendar, please contact Lainey Wood to ensure that the time and location are available. 


